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Box No. I Basis of the report 



With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

[XI This report is based on a translation from the original language into the following language English » 

which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

| | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

j^Xj publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

| | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

[]Xj the international application as originally filed/furnished 
[ j the description: 

pages __ as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on ■ 

the claims: 

pages as originally filed/furnished 

pages* as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 

| I the drawings: 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
j^J The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 | the description, pages 

j | the claims, N os. 

| 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 



| j the sequence listing (specify): 

\ 1 any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



J This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 
70.2(c)). 

1 j the description, pages 
Q J the claims, Nos. 



1 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 

j_] the sequence listing (specify): 

1 1 any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. ' 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1 . Statement 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-18 YES 

Claims NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims i _q ft NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-18 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 



Documents cited in the report: 
Dl. SE 98902396-3 A 
D2. US 2001/0018308 Al 

The claimed invention relates to the adjustment of the fibrous 
properties of wood material to a preselected level and to the 
manufacture of pulp and fibrous products with preselected 
fibre dimension properties. The object of the invention is to 
improve the quality of wood material and to obtain a wood 
material with homogeneous fibre dimensions for various 
processes . 

From Dl, which is considered to be the closest prior art, it 
is known to classify the wood material used in the manufacture 
of pulp and paper. In Dl it is disclosed that the fibre 
dimensions of the wood material, such as fibre length, are 
dependent on a number of circumstances, e.g. the width of the 
annual rings and the age of a tree, and that the wood material 
can be classified on the basis on these circumstances, see 
page 7, line 30-page 8, line 3 and page 13, lines 1-23. 

The idea of the present invention to use the number of annual 
rings as a variable to classify wood material is not 
explicitly mentioned in Dl . However, since it is well-known 
that the age of a tree can be determined by the number of 
annual rings, it is considered to be obvious to a person 
skilled in the art, with the knowledge that the age of a tree 
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Supplemental Box 



In case the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient. 

Continuation of: BOX V 

has an influence on the fibre dimensions, to classify wood 
material according to the number of annual rings. The method 
defined in claim 1 does not include any further features, 
which can be considered to distinguish the claimed invention 
from the disclosure in Dl, nor do the methods in claims 17 and 
18. 

Document D2 discloses that wood material with a certain fibre 
coarseness can be sorted out on the basis of the age of the 
tree, see p. 2, col. 1, par. 25. The claimed invention is 
considered to be obvious to a person skilled in the art also 
in view of this document. 

The features defined in the dependent claims 2-16 are 
considered to be obvious to a person skilled in the art in 
view of the known art. 

Thus, the claimed invention according to claims 1-18 is not 
considered to involve an inventive step. 
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